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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

Weare, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. \ 





LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent dici It is d of leaves, flowers and herbs 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation 
of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 








Saint Ceresa of the Child Jesus 


With twelve illustrations. Recounts the principal events of her 
life; contains new Mass in her honor, litany, novena and prayers. 
From Ohio: “I have read the complete autobiography, but I must 
say that this pamphlet is complete in itself.”” From Massachusetts : 

It is certainly the very best edition. Such lovely pictures! They 
cannot be bought elsewhere.” 10 cts. each 





Missouri Equipment Co., 3415 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Manufacturers of Kitchen Equipment for Institutions, Hotels 
and Restaurants. Contractors for Steam, Hot Water and Hot 
Air Heating. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. P. 
Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 


Subscription Price, per year 3 + $1.00. 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the po@ office at Clyde, 
Mo., under the A@ of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing at 
special rate of pogtage provided for in section 1103, A@& of O&. 3, 1917, author- 
ized, July 17, 1918, 


Attractive Premiums 


We offer the following premiums which possess 
attraction for young and old:— 


For NEW Subscriptions to Tabernacle and Purgatory 





; For a short time we will offer as a premium our Special 
Special —_ Echaristic Congress edition. Its pictures and articles 
For 1 NEW are highly praised. It is a valuable souvenir of the 


Subscription Congress. Send it to your friends for Christmas. See 
page 251. 


Oxidized plaque of St. Christopher, size 24 x 24 inches. St. 
For 2"NEW Christopher has been chosen patron saint of travellers, 
Subscriptions _ particularly of automobilists. Many show their confidence 
in his intercession by attaching a plaque with his image to 
their cars. St. Christopher is also invoked against es 
storms, epilepsy, pestilence, etc 


A black genuine cocoa rosary. Not a fancy rosary, but a 
For 3 NEW handsome, practical pair of beads on a durable silver-plated 
Subscriptions chain. For a time we shall give this beautiful rosary in 
an attractive leather rosary case. This is a special value 
for our friends who procure 3 new subscriptions. 


Zhe following Indulgences are attached to the Rosary :— 





aks Papal Indulgence — A plenary indulgence, under the usual conditions on the fol- 
Pr ‘ ° lowing days, to all who recite at least five decades of the rosary 
ane ‘* a week : — Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, A ion, Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi, All Saints, Immaculate Con- 

Fs ception, Nativity, Annunciation, Purification, Assumption; t. 


Joseph, St. John Baptist,'SS. Peter and Paul,’and on the feasts 
of the other apostles, 


2. The Crozier Indulgence — 500 days for each Our Father or Hail Mary. 
3. The Bridgetine Indulgence — 100 days for each Our Father or Hail Mary or Creed. 


4. The Dominican Indulgence — 100 days for each Our Father. 2025 days for each Hail 
Mary if the Holy Name of Jesus is pronounced devoutly. 100 
years and 100 quarantines once a day for carrying the rosary 
devoutly. 


5. Many more partial indulgences, too numerous to mention here. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Blessed Virgin Mary has given birth to the Lord and Savior. She 
worships Him and presents Him to us for our adoration. Mary has brought 
forth the Treasure of the world. She presents Him to us with all His riches. 
Mary has given birth to the Author of all grace. She invites us to come 
and draw from this inexhaustible source of all good. —O Jesus! O Mary! 
Keep us ever in spirit at the crib of Bethlehem, there to adore, to love 
and to become enriched with grace. 








With Mary at the Crib 


——_.. 


© joy of the Birgin Mother 
As she gazed on the Child Divine, 
Whispering in her burning soul: 
My Son, Thou art mine, all mine! 


kt kh 


© hliss of the spotless Mother 
As she looked on her Infant's Face, 

And her Beart with rapture melted 
As she drew Bim to her embrace. 


Come, kneel with the Birgin Mother 
At the crib of the Child Divine; 

And hear Bim whisper ta pour soul: 
My child, J am thine, all thine! 


rt hk & 
J havecome fromthe realms of glory 
To show thee My tenderest love; 


Peace and Salvation and Blessings, 
3 bring from heaven above. 


* ® al 


Then kneel, dear soul, at My manger, 
©h, list to My message of peace: 

Seek but My love, trust in My Beart, 
And Blessings shall never cease! 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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: 1) HIS is the final issue of our Eucharistic magazine for 1926. 
: We stand at the threshold of a new year. Before crossing, ! 
let us stop a moment and look back. Twelve times a ! 
: year our magazine makes its rounds and glorifies our Savior in 
: the Most Blessed Sacrament by soliciting love and gratitude for : 
: Him, and by imploring consolation for the suffering souls in : 
: purgatory. a : 
: This is often a difficult task. Why? The world today is ? 
: literally flooded with sensational literature which captivates the : 
: senses of the superficial reader. Books and periodicals which : 
: treat of the supernatural and which lose their beneficent influence : 
: if read amidst worldly distractions, create in most persons only : 
: disgust and irksomeness. Shall we grow discouraged on this : 
: account and give up our spiritual way of the Cross? No! never! : 
: The goal of our labor is worth all the effort. : 
: It is, indeed, a sublime work to use the pen in writing ! 
: for God and of God, for His honor and glory, for the extension 
: of His kingdom in the hearts of men. And God wills it! By 
: the mouth of His Vicar in Rome He declares that Christ must ! 
: reign in the hearts of men, in families and over nations. : 
. That Christ, our Eucharistic King, under the veils : 
: of bread shall be acknowledged, honored, loved and : 
: faithfully served — this shall be the task of our magazine : 
: during the coming year. But, dear reader, without you we : 
: cannot attain our lofty aim. You must help us by your own 
: subscription, and by gaining new subscribers for us. We must : 
: work together. Together we will be the apostles of the Sacred : 
: Heart during the new year; together we will pray with one : 
: another and for one another for the triumph of our Eucha- : 
: istic King, Jesus Christ, in our hearts and in the hearts : 
= of all men. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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Holy Advent Time 


HE ecclesiastical year begins with Advent in 
bets the quiet early winter season, when the lull of 
el * 4] out-door occupations inclines one to interior 
RS §] recollection. A withdrawal from the exterior 
to the interior tends to direct our gaze upward 

to God and heaven. In the holy presence of 
God we need not look long into our interior before perceiving 
how weak and sinful we are, and how utterly incapable we 
are of helping ourselves or, by our own power, of extricating 
ourselves from our misery. Our hearts feel crushed, and we 
begin to pray and to sigh: ‘‘O Lord, my God, make haste to 
help me!’’ This pleading, understand it well, is the prayer 
of the whole world sighing for the Redeemer, since He alone 
can save us from sin and from eternal death. In these holy 
sentiments, with this vehement yearning for the Redeemer, 
we should spend every day of the holy Advent time. 





Coming of the Savior 
The word ‘‘Advent’’ is full of mystery. It means coming. 
Holy Church understands thereby a threefold coming of the 
Redeemer to this earth: the first which is already past, when 
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the Son of God became Man and dwelt visibly upon earth 
among men; the second, which occurs continually by His 
gracious coming into our hearts; and the third, which will 
come to pass on the last day, when Christ will manifest 
Himself in glory and majesty. 

At the first coming, Christ entered this world in silence 
and obscurity as a humble Child. His second advent, the 
coming into our hearts, is an incomprehensible mystery of 
His mercy and love. His third advent, however, in sight of 
the whole world, will be terrible. At His first coming He 
submitted to the injustice of men; at the second He justifies 
us through His grace; and at the last He will pass a just 
judgment upon all. 

This threefold coming of our Savior is continually repre- 
sented in the life of the Church as something present; some- 
thing that she breathes, pronounces and represents as reality; 
something that constitutes the soul of her prayers, usages 
and ceremonies at Divine service. Thus during the holy 
time of Advent she awaits with impatient longing the first 
coming of the Redeemer. The pleading words in which she 
gives exprersion to her vehement desires, are the very same 
as the saints and the just of the Old Testament used when 
they sighed for the coming of the Messiah. 

With the same yearning love as the patriarchs of old, the 
Church again sighs for the second coming of our Lord which, 
as we stated above, is very mysterious, but replete with 
grace. Each year this second advent is renewed at Christmas 
time, when Divine Mercy deigns to descend from on high to 
visit us, to console us, and to deliver the faithful from the 
old yoke of the slavery of sin. 


“Behold, I Come Quickly!”’ 


But this gracious yearly visit of her Divine Bridegroom 
does not satisfy the Church. She also looks forward to that 
third solemn advent of the Lord which is to consummate all 
things and open the portals of eternity. She can never for- 
get His words: ‘‘Behold, I come quickly’? (Apoc. xxii. 7); and 
she incessently expresses the same yearning love: ‘‘Come, 
Lord Jesus, come!’’ She longs to be delivered from the bonds 
that retain her and to see the number of the elect complete, 
that she may see the sign of her Redeemer and Bridegroom 
shining in the clouds of heaven. 
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In the spirit of these meditations, let us begin this holy 
Advent season, and it will shed new light upon our minds, 
new warmth into our hearts, and new life into our souls. 
All the liturgy of Holy Church during these sacred days is 
conducive to direct our thoughts to that inexpressibly sweet 
and gracious Mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God. 
Whenever we hear the Angelus bell, let us be animated by 
lively faith. Let us daily thank God for the ineffable Mys- 
tery of the Incarnation of the Divine Word. This practice 
will prove for us a source of special graces. 


¢ + ¢ 
The New Year of Holy Church 





m7 OYOUS was the time the first parents spent in 
paradise. They spoke face to face with God; 
creation unfolded before them in all its beauty. 
Guilt and punishment were far distant. No 
cares disturbed their tranquil happiness. It was 
the fairest time of creation, its springtime, its flowering time. 

Alas! it vanished — vanished as a beautiful dream. It 
became a thing of the past. The remembrance, longing and 
homesickness is all that remains of it to man. When the 
first parents were expelled from paradise, they bore with 
them a loneliness, deep and gnawing, which lasted throughout 
their lifetime, and this homesickness has been transmitted 
to their descendants so that it depressively fills the heart 
and soul of every man. 

Our Blessed Savior, however, has modified the punish- 
ment. True, the earthly paradise has been lost to us, but 
the heavenly paradise is attainable, — for the soul when the 
death-sword of separation strikes, and for the body at the 
final glorious resurrection. Christ wills not that man should 
sink into oblivion and nothingness but that he should live 
with Him eternally. 

By heaven, Holy Scripture and the Church understand 
that place in which God Almighty reveals His glory, majesty 
and essence to His elect. St. Paul writes: ‘“‘We see now 
through a glass in a dark manner; but then face to face’’ 
(1 Cor. xiii. 12). There, God imparts His mercy to the 
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elect, and eternally rewards them for their good works, each 
one according to his merits. 

St. John the Evangelist fully described heaven in the 
Apocalypse: ‘“‘The angel,’’ he says, ‘‘took me in spirit to a 
great and high mountain, and he showed me the holy city, 
Jerusalem. The light thereof was like to a precious stone. 
And it had a wall great and high, having twelve gates. The 
building of the wall thereof was of jasper-stone; but the 
city itself pure gold. The foundations of the wall of the 
city were adorned with all manner of precious stones. The 
twelve gates are twelve pearls, and the street of the city 
was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. Then he showed 
me a river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb. On both sides of the 
river was the tree of life. The leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations. The throne of God and of the 
Lamb are in it and His servants serve Him. They see His 
face; and His Name is on their foreheads. Night is no 
more; and they do not need the light of the lamp, nor the 
light of the sun, because the Lord God enlightens them’’ 
(xxi. - xxii). The apostle closes his description with the 
words: ‘‘And the angel said to me, These words are most 
faithful and true’”’ (xxii. 6). 

Although these words have a deep mystical signification, 
they are also to be taken in their literal sense. St. Augustine 
says: ‘“‘If these words are to be mystically and figuratively 
interpreted, there is nothing clear and distinct in the whole 
Scripture.’’ And did not our Divine Savior Himself declare : 
‘In My Father’s house there are many mansions’? (John 
xiv. 2.) 

The views of the holy fathers of the Church, that there 
are palaces, gardens, flowers, etc., in heaven, is confirmed 
by charming incidents in the acts of the martyrs. St. Dorothy, 
it is related, whilst suffering the most fearful torments, re- 
mained cheerful and courageous. When the tyrants, intimi- 
dated by her beauty and youth, delayed in carrying out the 
sentence of execution, she asked: ‘‘Why do you hesitate? 
Do quickly what you intend to do so that I may go to Jesus, 
my Bridegroom, in the paradise of bliss. There we shall 
partake of costly fruits, rejoice in the indescribable beauty of 
fragrant flowers, and shall be refreshed with living waters.’’ 
Hearing these words, Theophilus, one of the pagan 
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judges, replied scornfully: ‘‘Send me some of this fruit 
when you reach the paradise of your Bridegroom.”’ 

Dorothy promised. Behold, scarcely had her head been 
severed from her virginal body, when a fair youth stood 
beside Theophilus with a small basket of fruit. ‘‘Dorothy 
sends you these from paradise,’’ said the messenger. Such 
luscious fruit the judge had never seen before; no, for such 
fruit the earth had never borne. 

How glorious, how indescribably beautiful must be the 
heavenly paradise! Who would not wish to live and be. 
happy there forever? But this means that we must make 
good use of time and grace here on earth. The first Sunday 
in Advent marks the beginning of the ecclesiastical year. 
Our thoughts and resolutions on this Sunday must be New 
Year’s thoughts and New Year’s resolutions. 

When we reflect on the year of grace just passed, must 
we not admit that much time has been lost without merit 
for eternity; nay, will we not be called one day to give a 
strict account of much of-the precious time we have negli- 
gently wasted? These considerations should make us the 
more zealous during the. new ecclesiastical year, the more 
anxious to adhere firmly to Christ. Steep and rugged is the 
road by which He leads us, but glorious is the goal where 
He Himself.shall be our great reward. 





~~ 


A Gift 12 Times Over 


Delight your friends by a year’s subscription to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory.”’ We will send the Christmas 
edition to them for the feast with a pretty card announc- 
ing the year’s subscription as your gift. 

A man writes: ‘‘Please send me ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ your 
periodical, so full of the mysteries of our holy religion, and so magnificently 
described. Your pictures are also beautiful and create an elevating influence 
and reverence for God and His saints.” 

A friend from Canada says: “Kindly renew my subscription to ‘Tabernacle 
and Purgatory’ for two years. I cannot express my appreciation of “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory.’ It is one of the gems of Catholic literature, so simple, yet so 
profound. The unfailing note which I have seen through its pages is ‘love for and 
confidence in God,’ and I can assure you that thro: gh the instrumentality of 
your little gem, a greater degree of hope has been engendered within me.” 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory’ — Subscription price see inside front cover. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyae, Missouri 











‘*Mary shines forth resplendent in so mighty an endowment of all 
heavenly treasures, in such splendor of purity, that she is a miracle of 


God’s omnipotence. Yea, she is the crown of all His works, and is 
worthy to be the Mother of God...’ — From Encyclical of Pius IX. 
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Immaculata 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Dec. 8th 





2 NDESCRIBABLE joy thrilled the whole Catholic 

| world when Pope Pius IX, in 1854, proclaimed 
%| the dogma of the Immaculate Conception. It 
was now firmly established that not the least 
shadow of sin ever clouded the pure soul of the 
Holy Mother of God, and that even from her 
mother’s womb she was ‘‘full of grace.’’ Henceforth no one 
dare to tear the crown of lilies from her head. Ave, Maria 
Immaculata! sang the children of the true Church triumph- 
antly, and their joyous praises of their Immaculate Mother 
will continue to re-echo through succeeding centuries. Her 
feast is celebrated at the beginning of Advent as the aurora 
of our Redemption, as the herald of the Sun of justice which 
will rise for us during the mysterious stillness of Christmas 
night. 





Mary, Joy of the Holy Trinity 


This joy of Holy Church is but a faint echo of the de- 
light which the Most Holy Trinity experiences in Mary the 
Immaculate. The Blessed Virgin revealed to St. Mechtilde: 
‘‘As a workman who wishes to execute a masterpiece will 
first draw up a satisfactory plan, so the Blessed Trinity has 
from all eternity taken complacency in me, because It designed 
to create me in such a way that the Divine omnipotence, 
wisdom and goodness would shine forth in me with incom- 
parable splendor. From the first moment of my existence I 
was filled with the Holy Ghost and was entirely free from 
all stain of original sin. Therefore God has honored me 
above all angels and creatures. By a special grace I became 
His most delightful abode, His temple, so that at my birth 
I appeared as a lovely rose exhaling the fragrance of every 
virtue, and to the world I appeared as‘a brightly shining 
morning star lighting up heaven and earth.”’ 


Mary, Our Model and Our Help 


Maria Immaculata is the special guardian and protectress 
of pure, innocent souls. No one has ever commended this 
most beautiful virtue to her in vain. And if the infernal 
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enemy has, through passion and sensual gratification, clutched 
a soul in his fetters, let us remember that Mary, the Mother 
of purity and sanctity is also the Mother of mercy and the 
refuge of sinners. With her virginal foot she still crushes 
the head of the hellish serpent and frees the soul for the 
sonship of God, her Son. Let us often pray : — 

O Mary, conceived without sin 


Pray for us who have recourse to thee. 
100 days, once a day. Pius IX, Sept 30, 1852. 


&¢ + + 
Dignity of Mary Immaculate 





O mortal is capable of comprehending the greatness 
of Mary. Mary is the most beautiful creature 
that God has called into existence. She is the 
masterpiece of the omnipotence of the Father, of 
the wisdom of the Son and of the love of the 
Holy Spirit. Even at the first moment of her Immaculate 
Conception she received a plenitude of graces exceeding the 
graces with which all the saints combined were endowed at 
the hour of their death. Mary is immeasurably exalted by 
God above all the angels and saints, for she is the Queen of 
heaven and earth. Her dignity as Mother of God is so sub- 
lime that St. Peter Damian exclaims: ‘‘Let every creature 
be mute and tremble; scarcely may one venture to look upon 
the height of such dignity!’’ A greater world God could 
have created; a greater heaven He could call torth; but a 
greater mother than the Mother ot God, He cannot call into 
existence. 

St. Peter Damian continues: ‘‘Mary is so perfect a work 
of the Most High, that only God is above her. Wherefore 
Holy Church acknowledges her inability to find expressions 
worthy of praising Mary as she deserves. And can there 
still be Christians who say that we go too far in her praise? 
God has chosen her as the treasurer, the administratrix and 
distributer of all His graces, so that all His gifts pass through 
her hands according to the power granted her. As God has 
given us the Redeemer through Mary, so He gives us the 
merits of Jesus Christ only through Mary. 

Many fathers of the Church teach expressly that it is 
the will of God that every grace should come to us through 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 237 


Mary. ‘“‘Through Mary, Jesus descended to this earth, and 
through her, men ascend to heaven,’’ says St. Augustine. 
Our Divine Savior revealed to St. Bridget: ‘‘Were it not for 
Mary, there would be no hope of mercy.’’ ‘‘Ah!’’ exclaims 
St. Fulgentius, ‘‘the world would have perished long ago 
had not Mary preserved it by her intercession.’’ St. Ephrem 
calls veneration of the Mother of God the ‘‘portal ot para- 
dise,’’ and St. Bernard calls love for Mary the ‘‘vehicle to 
heaven.’’ To Mary are given the keys ot heaven. St. Bona- 
venture says that the blessed in heaven consider those who 
love and honor Mary as their companions, and that their 
names are already written in the book of life. 

Yes, devotion to Mary is a sign of predestination, not 
only tor the just, but also for sinners. The greatest sinner 
will be saved if he perseveres steadfast in his devotion to 
Mary. It was revealed to the Venerable Mary of Agreda 
that our Divine Savior inspired His apostles with a tender 
love for His Blessed Mother; that St. John, the disciple of 
love excelled in this virtue, and that Judas, the traitor, fell 
so deep, because he nourished a dislike toward the Blessed 
Virgin. The Venerable Peter Faber says truly: ‘“‘Thousands 
of souls are lost because Mary is withheld from them.’’ 

The Church delights in proclaiming the glorious titles of 
our Blessed Mother. Mary Immaculate, Mother ot God and 
our Mother! How we should pray to be worthy children of 
that august Mother! Ask her through her Immaculate Con- 
ception to pray that as Jesus chose her for His first dwelling 
place, He may find one in our lowly hearts. 


e % + | 
Mary, Mediatrix of Grace 


For the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8th 





HE Feast of the Immaculate Conception reminds 
us that Mary, from the moment of her conception, 
was adorned with sanctifying grace. This grace, 


Feed 
Ry 
Pra/,) she ever possessed, preserved and augmented to 

the highest degree. By the special prerogative 
of her Immaculate Conception alone, Mary was endowed with 
a singular influence in regard to the distribution, increase 


and preservation of grace for all mankind. 
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St. Bernard writes: ‘‘Mary is given to the world as the 
channel through which the grace of God should unceasingly 
flow to the earth. How much honor and love, then, are we 
not bound to show to Mary, since God has deposited in her 
the plenitude of all good in such a manner that, if we have 
any grace or any hope of salvation, we owe it to Mary.’’ 
Jesus gives us all graces through His Holy Mother, and it is 
she who likewise obtains for us those sublime and copious 
graces which flow from the Holy Eucharist. 

St. Augustine teaches: ‘“Through a woman came death; 
through a woman likewise came life: through Eve perdition, 
through Mary salvation. She has brought forth Life through 
which our mortal flesh can be resuscitated. Our Savior says: 
‘He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood hath ever- 
lasting life: and I will raise him up in the last day’ (John 
vi. 55). Wonderful ordinance of God! In paradise, guilty 
Eve stands beside the tree on which hangs the forbidden 
fruit; on Calvary, Mary stands beside the Tree of the Cross 
on which hangs the Fruit of her womb, and thus atones for 
the eating of the forbidden fruit. In paradise, Eve takes 
the forbidden fruit, eats of it and gives it to her husband. 
Through him comes death to all his deseendants. On Calvary, 
when Jesus is taken down from the Cross, Mary takes the 
Fruit of Life, the Fruit of her womb, into her arms and of- 
fers us this Fruit upon the altar that we may live. From 
the tree in paradise came the deceitful, seductive voice: ‘You 
shall not die; you shall be like gods’ (Gen. iii. 5,6). Now 
beneath the Tree of the Cross is fulfilled the word of Truth: 
‘If any man eat of this Bread, he shall live forever’ (John 
vi. 52). The Blessed Virgin Mary stands beside the Tree, 
offers us the Fruit, and says: “Take, and you shall be like 
God and shall live forever.’ ’’ 

In the plan of Redemption we find this law invariably 
carried out : Jesus given through Mary. Bishop Bossuet says: 
“If it pleased God to give us Jesus Christ through Mary the 
first time, why should not this order be continued by God 
who carries out all with uniform plan and wonderful system ? 
The holy Gospel verifies this truth. Jesus wishes to sanctify 
John the Baptist and bring joy to the house of Zachary, but 
He does so through Mary. She gives Jesus Christ and His 
holy grace to John and the entire house. A few months 
later, the three kings from the East, the first fruits of the 
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heathen nations, find the Savior, but with His Mother who 
shows Him to them, and in them to all men that they may 
believe and fall down and adore. Mary was the first precious 
monstrance which showed the Divine Savior to the Magi, and 
through them to the whole world: ‘They found the Child 
with Mary, His Mother, and falling down they adored Him’ 
(Matt. ii. 11). 

‘Forty days after the Savior’s birth, Mary presents Him 
in the temple. Thereby she gives Him for the salvation of 
the world, and Jesus offers Himself through the hands of 
His Mother. Again, at Cana, when He manifests Himself 
for the first time to the world, it is Mary who calls the at- 
tention of the people to Him as the Messiah, the Wonder- 
worker; it is she who through her mediation obtains the first 
miraculous help, foreshadowed the mysterious changing of 
water into wine which that other wonderful changing 
of wine into His Sacred Blood, partaking of which we become 
inebriated with love of Him! And then on Golgotha! St. 
Epiphanius says: ‘As Jesus, offering Himself on the Cross, 
pays to His Heavenly Father the price of our Redemption, 
so Mary co-operates in so far as she can, in the sacrifice of 
her Son, offering Him likewise to the Heavenly Father. 

‘Would Mary, after having spiritually brought us forth 
to eternal life at the foot of the'Cross, now refuse to be a 
good Mother to us, to preserve and nourish this life? A good 
mother must nourish her children. ‘Monstra te esse matrem ! — 
Show thyself a Mother!’ Mary is truly our Mother who pre- 
serves our life, for she gives us the Flesh of her Divine Son 
to be our Food; His Blood to be our Drink. Truly, Mary 
fulfills her maternal duties, she gives us the best of food 
by nourishing us with the most Sacred Body of Jesus: ‘Take 
ye and eat; this is My Body’ (Matt. xxvi. 26). 

‘*How could it be otherwise? Since Mary co-operates in 
the mystery of Redemption, how could she fail to co-operate 
in the crown of this mystery—the Mystery of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament? How could she fail to co-operate in the 
application of the fruits of the Redemption which are applied 
to us from the altar? Therefore St. Bonaventure says: ‘Jesus 
is the Blossom sprouting from the branch of the root of Jesse. 
Would you pluck this Flower? Then, by fervent prayer bend 
down the branch that bears the Flower— seek Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament only on the virginal Heart of Mary.” 
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Expectation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 





™ OLY Church celebrates the quiet feast of The 
4 Expectation of the Blessed Virgin Mary so replete 
= with mysteries, on the 18th of December, during 
Fea a time when the sacred liturgy expresses our 
longing for the Divine Savior in solemn, plaintive 
sighs. Mary’s expectation is the expectation of the Church, 
because through Mary, Jesus is given to us. Holy Church 
turns to Mary with tender love and unbounded confidence, 
for within her pure bosom Mary still enfolds the great mystery 
of the Incarnation. ‘‘O Virgin of virgins,’’ prays the Church, 
‘“*how shall this come to pass, no one surpasses thee and no 
creature can ever be compared with thee!’’— And the Holy 
Mother of God replies: ‘‘Daughters of Jerusalem, why do 
you admire me? Divine is the mystery that you behold !’’ 

The time draws near when Mary is to bring forth the 
promised Messiah. Oh, who can comprehend what is taking 
place in her pure Heart! Be simple, my soul, and become 
small as a child, think and speak as a child, but as a child 
which in its simplicity, believes, trusts and loves, and in return 
receives immense treasures of grace. Lofty human thoughts 
are vain before this Divine mystery. Here no one is intelli- 
gent but he who silently adores. One must be silent and 
adore whilst meditating on the simple words which announce 
something so Divine: Who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary... 

Mary, too, is silent; the heavens are silent; and the earth 
is silent in expectation of Him who is to come. The world, 
on account of its sin, awaited Him for over four thousand years. 
Behold, now He comes! He comes a truly hidden God; He 
veils His majesty. He the Eternal Son of the Most High, 
comes as a weak Infant, as a little Child which weeps but 
does not speak. What befits us now but childlike simplicity, 
a childlike heart and soul. 

Mary is silent, — but her Heart is a paradise full of 
God, full of the Holy Ghost, full of the wonders of the 
Incarnation of the Eternal Word. Oh, how this Blessed 
Virginal Earth longs to bring forth her Divine Fruit to the 
light of the world! If one look into this blessed Heart of 
the Immaculate Mother were vouchsafed us, we would dis- 
cover therein a threefold longing : — 
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1. The Blessed Mother longs to offer her only-begotten 
Son to the Eternal Father in the form of man, and through 
Him to draw down peace upon earth and mercy upon mankind. 

2. Mary desires and longs for her Divine Son to come 
forth into this world very soon, because her maternal love 
urges her to be the first among all creatures to look upon 
Jesus as Mother, and the first one to render Him adoration. 

3. Mary wishes to bring forth her Divine Son very soon 
for my benefit also. She yearns to show Him to me as my 
God, to present Him to me as my Savior, to leave Him to 
me as my All. 

Ah, that we would share in these holy longings of the 
Virginal Mother during the blessed Advent season! Ah, that 
we would most ardently desire to receive our Savior into our 
hearts, to adore Him with heaven and earth, and to offer 
Him to the Eternal Father as a worthy Sacrifice. 


¢ + + 
Peace at the Crib 


Reflections of St. Bonaventure 





‘The Divine Child, He who is the splendor of heaven, lay 
in acrib. A little straw formed His bed to whom the earth 
and all it contains belong. And she who is Queen of Heaven 
and earth is near the crib. There she watches and is atten- 
tive to all the wants of her Divine Son. With what respectful 
care she touches Him, and holds Him, knowing Him to be 
her Lord and her God! With what joy and confidence she 
embraces Him and presses Him to her bosom! She was the 
most humble of creatures, she was also the most prudent and 
watchtul. She was never wanting in the most tender care 
for Him, and during His whole life upon earth she never 
failed in the least in the fulfillment of any duty toward Him. 

“Our Heavenly Queen has her station near the crib; let 
us place ourselves there with her; and let it be our joy to 
be often near the Infant Jesus, for virtue doth go forth from 
Him. From the Feast of the Nativity to the Feast of the 
Presentation each faithful Christian soul should visit Mary 
at the crib at least once a day, to adore the Infant Jesus, 
and meditate upon their poverty, their humility, their charity. 
There will be found Jesus, Mary, Joseph, to comfort, instruct, 
and bless all those who visit them.’’ 
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Gloria in excelsis Deo! 





re veils Itself in deep night. Sweet, blissful, rap- 
=| turous are the beams It sends forth. Mary’s 
Heart exults; St. Joseph draws near. Heaven 
me itself has sent its messenger to announce to the 
shepherds on Bethlehem’s plains the mystery of 
this Holy Night: ‘‘Fear not; for behold I bring you tidings 
of great joy, that shall be to all the people; for this day is 
born to you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of 
David’’ (Luke ii. 10). Multitudes of angels descend. Prais- 
ing God, they sing: ‘“‘Glory to God in the highest; and on 
earth peace to men of good will’’ (Luke ii. 14). 

In the stable of Bethlehem God manifests His wisdom. 
What beauties and prodigies has Divine wisdom not invented ! 
We perceive it in the world of angels and of men; in the 
heavens and the earth, and all contained therein. But here 
in the stable, God crowns all the inventions of Divine wis- 
dom by the Word Incarnate — God made man. 

In the stable of Bethlehem God unfolds His power. The 
sun and the universe, heaven and earth, angels and men, are 
works of God’s omnipotence. But here we behold the God- 
man, Creator and Creature, God and Man in the oneness of 
Person — a prodigy that unites and combines the created 
and the uncreated. 

In the stable of Bethlehem God displays His mercy and 
love. Here He gives not only His gifts and graces, His own 
nature and glory, but Himself to unite His essence with our 
nature. God’s love bestows on man the uncreated, infinite 
Person of the Son of God! ‘‘God so loved the world, as to 
give His only-begotten Son’’ (John iii. 16). God is charity. 
“‘Charity,’’ says St. Bonaventure, ‘‘seeks not her own profit, 
but that of others.’’ The charity of God in its highest, 
purest, unclouded splendor reveals itself in the stable of 
Bethlehem. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Here in the stable of Bethlehem the eternal Son of God, 
the God-man is enthroned. ' He is an Infant, poor and weak; 
He is silent; He speaks not; He reposes on hard straw — a 
poor, helpless Child! Yet, He does what no other did before 
Him; what no other will do after Him: He is the first of our 
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race who adores, loves and glorifies God as He deserves. The 
Infant in the crib renders infinite adoration, infinite love, 
infinite honor to God. He offers to repair the dishonor which 
God has received from corrupted, ungrateful mankind; He 
desires to restore the honor of God; He assumes a mortal body 
capable of suffering that He may sacrifice Himself on the 
Cross for the sins of men, and continue the sacrifice in an 
unbloody manner throughout the centuries to the end of time. 
A new era began with the Divine Child in the Crib, an era 
of the glory of God! Therefore, Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Through this Child, supreme honor and glory are rendered 
to God in the highest. In this Child is realized God’s object 
in the creation of the world. 

Therefore, thanks to Thee, O God-man! Only in Thee 
and with Thee can I, too, attain my aim and end; only in Thee 
and with Thee can I praise and glorify God in a worthy man- 
ner, and for this reason it is only in Thee and with Thee 
that I can find true happiness, my salvation and peace. Gloria 
in excelsis Deo et in terra pax hominibus! —In this Child, 
glory is given to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men of good will. 


Prince of Peace 


“Rex pacificus! — Prince of Peace!’’ Ina poor stable, in 
a lowly crib lies the King of Peace! Here, O wonderful 
mystery ! here is the kingdom of sweetest peace because here 
is the kingdom of the true, full and complete glorification of 
God. At the crib ‘‘justice and peace kiss’’ (Ps. ]xxxiv. 11). 
Justice gives God what belongs to God. God’s honor is the 
peace and salvation of man. The Child in the crib establishes 
the kingdom of the honor of God in and through mankind, 
and thereby the kingdom of peace in and for mankind.’ Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good 
will, through the gracious birth of the Son of God. 

The Holy Child seeks only God’s honor; God’s honor is 
Its life; for God’s honor It will submit to a most cruel death. 
‘‘With Thee is the principality in the day of Thy strength, 
in the brightness of the saints’’ (Ps. cix. 3). ‘‘In the bright- 
ness of the saints!’’— When the millions and millions of 
saints, resplendent in the robe of heavenly glory, surround 
the throne of God as the beautiful stars of the firmament 
encircle the sun; when their bright spirits reflect the image 
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of God; when God’s love, peace and happiness enter their 
hearts; when even their flesh radiates heavenly splendor, com- 
pletely filled, vivified and permeated by their transfigured, 
Godlike souls, —oh, then the kingdom of God’s glory is per- 
fect ‘‘in the brightness of the saints.’’ Bright as the sun is 
the image of the Father reflected in the children of God; the 
whole Divine, infinite plenitude of His Being, of His wisdom, 
. His power, His mercy and love. © 

Yes, Lord, in heaven is man’s salvation; there his peace; 
there his happiness. To be filled with God, to repose in 
God, to be satiated with God — that is heaven, that is rest, 
that is peace! ‘‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man, what things God hath 
prepared for them that love Him’’ (1 Cor. ii. 9). Heaven is 
the vision of God, the beholding of truth, the enjoyment of 
peace and happiness. Man yearns for love, he craves to be 
happy in love. Heaven is the place where this blissful love 
will be his, where the fountain of all that is noble, good and 
beautiful will attract the heart with irresistible force, where 
the creature’s desires are fulfilled, his hopes realized. He 
participates in God’s blessed life, in the love and delights of the 
Divine nature. Heaven is the realm of peace, of happiness, 
of blessedness, because in heaven God is perfectly glorified. 

Here in the crib of Bethlehem this kingdom of blessed- 
ness and peace is established. The Son of God becomes man 
to lead us to God, to make us resemble God by His grace 
in this life and by His glory in the next. 

The Child brings us grace. A new world, all-Divine, 
enters into us. What is the sun with allits splendor? what 
is the firmament with all its twinkling stars? what is the 
whole universe with its grandeur and its immense riches? 
All fade away and are lost in dark shadows before the 
splendor of grace. Through the Child in the crib God has 
given us ‘‘most great and precious promises: that by these 
you may be made partakers of the Divine nature’”’ (2 Peteri.4). 
This is the conformity to God, the incomprehensible and 
unthinkable similarity of the soul to. God; it is the highest 
that we could wish or desire. To participate in the nature 
of God, to be incorporated in the generation and family of 
the eternal God; to have equal rights with the eternal, con. 
substantial Son through whom all things were made — could 
we desire more? O blessed resemblance to God! 
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Through this Child in the crib we have become partakers 
in the Divine nature; we have become like God; we have 
been submerged into the blissful Essence of God. In the 
grace of God, in union with God through grace, we find un- 
clouded bliss, immeasurable riches, true, genuine honor before 
our God and His angels — we find peace, the peace of Christ, 
the peace of God. 

Holy Night! Blissful Night! Without Christmas there 
would be no God-man in the crib. Without this Child, no 
true, no supreme honor for God; without this honor for God, 
no peace to men. Therefore, thanks to thee, O Holy Night! 
Praise to Thee, eternal God, Word made flesh! With thrilling 
rapture my heart will join anew in the angelic hymn : — 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis! 


¢ + + 
The Solemn Festival of Christmas 





<agpq) HRISTMAS! What sweet memories are connect- 


> 


“ss t 

Sf ed with this word! Blessed dreams from happy 
PEATE! childhood days, — twinkling stars — brilliant 
Roc lights — singing angels — God as a charming 
ae aeO™| little Child! Simple shepherds were watching 
their flocks on the plains of Bethlehem.— Sud- 
denly it became as light as if heaven had opened. From this 
effulgence came forth an angel announcing: ‘Fear not: for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, that shall be to all 
the people: for this day is born to you a Savior who is Christ 
the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a sign unto 
you: You shall find the Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and laid in a manger. And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly army, praising God and 
saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

men of good will’’ (Luke ii. 10-14). 

As the song ceased, the brightness faded away, but the 
shepherds hastened to Bethlehem and found all as it had been 
told unto them: Mary and Joseph, and the Infant lying in 
the manger. ‘I bring you good tidings of great joy” an- 
nounced the celestial messenger. Whose heart does not thrill 
with pure, interior joy while kneeling at the crib! 
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A Devotion of Joy 


Devotion to the Sacred infancy is a joyful devotion. Our 
Savior’s entrance into the world made all things sweet. He 
brought true joy from heaven; He brought peace to men of 
good will. Oh, how great was the joy of the Eternal Father 
when He beheld His beloved Son, begotten from all eternity, 
born of a pure virgin whom He called by the endearing 
name of Daughter! How great the gladness of the Eternal 
Son when He beheld Himself clad in our humanity, possess- 
ing now not only a Father in heaven, but also a Mother on 
earth! How great the felicity of the Holy Spirit on beholding 
the Word whom He had united to the Father from all eter- 
nity in the closest bond of perfect love, now by His operation 
joined so intimately to human nature! How great the sweet- 
ness which filled the soul of the Blessed Virgin when she 
gazed on her new-born Babe. She knew the Infant she held 
in her arms was not her Son alone; It was also the Son of 
the Eternal Father, the most High God! 

Come, in spirit let us go to Bethlehem that we, too, may 
share this joy. What do we see there? A stable, a carpenter, 
a lowly Virgin, a sweet Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
trembling with cold, lying on the straw of a manger. Lo! 
this is the great God. This is the expectation of ages. This 
is the King of glory. Why has he chosen to enter the world 
in such a lowly state? For two reasons: To win our love, 
and to teach us salutary lessons. 

He would win our love. Ever since Adam, conscious of 
his guilt, fled trembling to hide himself from the face of God, 
all his children are filled with a like fear. Now what does 
Christ do to gain the love of man? He veils the majesty 
that dazzles His creatures, He hides His Divinity, His great- 
ness and glory — He comes as a Child! 

Oh, gaze on this Infant Babe! A helpless Child He lies 
there. His outstretched hands implore us. His innocence 
attracts us. His poverty moves us to tears. In human form 
He has come to associate with the children of men; He has 
become our Brother. He desires us to love Him with a con- 
fiding, an affectionate love. Oh, what wonderful bliss we 
should find in His pure and sacred Humanity! His winning 
charms must gain even the most cold and indifferent hearts. 
Nowhere does our Savior appear so lovable, so ravishing, as 
when we behold Him lying as an Infant in the crib! Behold 
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the dear Infant Jesus, and adore Him fervently. Contemplate 
His humility, His purity, His poverty, in imitation of His 
holy Mother and of St. Joseph. 


Lessons of the Manger 


Had Jesus been born in splendor and glory, He might 
have been feared and honored, but that was not what He 
sought. What He desires is a heartfelt love. He came not 
to call the rich and powerful only, but also the poor and the 
needy that they might approach Him with confidence. He 
chose to be born, not in a splendid city, but rather in an un- 
known village; not in a palace but in a stable. His throne 
is a manger, His royal mantle, a few poor swaddling clothes, 
His courtiers, the ox and ass, “‘that know their master’s crib.’’ 

The lessons He would teach us are humility — for His 
abasement confounds our pride. He comes as an innocent 
Babe; He chooses a Virgin for His Mother, and Joseph most 
chaste for His foster-father, to show us plainly His love for 
purity. For our sins of sensuality He was destined to suffer 
most cruelly. His poverty preaches emphatically detachment 
from the goods of earth, and that we must value only heav- 
enly treasures. 


Mary, Our Model in Devotion to the Divine Infant 


The Incarnation suggests other holy thoughts to our mind— 
loving thoughts of the Mother of God. Jesus and Mary, the 
Son and Mother are never separated. Mary was the first 
adorer of the Divine Child. What a model for us! What 
delight to contemplate the Infant Jesus in the arms of His 
gentle Virgin-Mother. How ardently she had longed to be- 
hold the beauty of her Child, the God Incarnate! How 
tenderly she clasps Him in her arms! How she bends over 
the lovely Babe and gazes into that countenance upon which 
angels desire to look! With what solicitude she watches 
Him! With what reverence she touches Him! With what 
affection she embraces Him! With what compassion she 
kisses the tear-drops from His delicate cheeks. How closely 
she presses Him to her bosom, while angels look on with 
wondering joy and admiration. 

After Mary and Joseph, the first adorers were simple, 
humble shepherds. Their simplicity, humility, purity and 
sanctity of life merited for them to be called first to adore 
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the Divine Child. It teaches us if we desire heavenly graces 
we must lead lives of purity, humility and sanctity. Their 
ready obedience teaches us to open our hearts to receive and 
to correspond with the inspirations of grace. Their faith 
was unshaken at the humility of their Lord in the manger. 
This should be a lesson to us to enliven our faith and in- 
tensify our love for our Blessed Lord dwelling in the more 
lowly state on our altars. 


The Divine Babe in the Sacred Host 


Every day with the eye of faith we may gaze on that 
tender Infant and may share in the gladness attending His 
birth. Daily we may be present at this happy birth, if we 
but go to Holy Mass. There in very deed the Nativity of 
our Blessed Redeemer is renewed. And this renewal is not 
in a purely spiritual manner only, but really and truly: the 
self-same Infant Christ to whom the Virgin-Mother gave birth 
at Bethlehem. All God’s love, power and wisdom are centered 
in the Divine Babe in the Sacred Host. Were the Divine 
Babe and the Sacred Host better known, they would be 
better loved. Did we but meditate on the infinite love and 
mercy of Jesus in the Incarnation and the Blessed Eucharist, 
our cold hearts would glow in love for our Savior, and we 
should shudder at even the thought of offending Him. The 
joy caused in heaven and the blessings brought to earth by 
the Incarnation of the Son of God are renewed in every Holy 
Mass. 

The Infant Jesus in the very hour of His Nativity fore- 
shadowed the Adorable Sacrament. It is easy to discover the 
analogy between the manger and the Tabernacle. The man- 
ger, a receptacle of food given to sheep, means that Jesus is 
our Food, the Bread of life. 

Numerous instances might be cited in which our Lord for 
the confirmation of our faith in His personal presence, has 
permitted devout Christians, nay, even unbelievers to see Him 
in bodily shape. A holy priest once conceived a special de- 
sire to see our Lord in the Sacred Host. One day after 
elevation, he prayed earnestly for this favor. An angel ap- 
peared at his side and said, ‘‘Behold, see Christ here present 
in bodily form as He lay an Infant on His Mother’s knee.”’ 
The priest beheld, lying on the corporal, the Son of God as 
a beautiful Babe. The Infant looked at him smilingly and 
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stretched out His tiny arms to be taken. Out of reverence 
the priest ventured not to do this. The angel spoke, ‘‘This 
is Jesus whom a few moments ago thou sawest under the 
form of bread. Fear not, but take Him in thy arms, and 
let thy heart rejoice in God thy Savior.’’ Encouraged by 
these reassuring words, the priest lifted the Child in his 
trembling hands and caressed Him fondly. 

We read how a heathen during the reign of Charlemagne 
once saw a priest distributing Holy Communion to the em- 
peror’s soldiers. He beheld a lovely child in the Sacred Host 
given to each communicant. However, not all received Him 
in the same manner. The Child went to some with evident 
delight; from others He turned away resisting with all His 
strength, and only going to them under compulsion. 

Let us, too, approach the Holy Table. Let us receive 
the Divine Babe into our arms, yea, into our very hearts. 
But let us go prepared that He may joyfully dwell in our 
bosom, and bring with Him His graces and heavenly peace. 


Devotion to His Sacred Infancy Specially 
Pleasing to Our Lord 


From the revelations of saints we learn how graciously our 
Lord accepts the veneration of His childhood. We need but 
recall instances in the lives of St. Gertrude, St. Anthony of 
Padua, St. Gerard Majella and St. Teresa, in proof of how He 
favors those souls with His caresses who are devoted to His 
sacred Infancy. Once on the feast of the Nativity, St. Gertrude 
saw the Blessed Virgin place the Divine Child in the arms of 
every religious of her community. But all did not handle 
Him with equal love and care. This indicated their interior 
dispositions. 

Let us pour out before the crib our tender affections for 
the Divine Child. May our hearts become enkindled with 
burning love for this amiable Infant. Let us send our aspira- 
tions of adoring love to rejoice His Heart in the Tabernacle, 
and once in glory it will be this sweet Babe of Bethlehem 
who will smile on us a welcome into heaven. 


It would be difficult to find more beautiful and charming prayers 
in honor of the Divine Child than those in our booklet: ‘‘Little De- 
votions to the Holy Infant Jesus.’’ Price 6 cents per copy. 
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Che Welcome Gift for Christmas 1926 


America has been the "Country of the Eucharist" during 1926. 
Your gift this Christmas should have something Eucharistic about it. 
Every child and student, man and woman, nun and priest, 
will appreciate a copy of our Special Eucharistic Congress edition 
of "Tabernacle and Purgatory." This book contains 64 pages of 
articles for every day of the Congress by eminent ecclesiastics. Its 15 
pictures have been widely praised. Commenting on the large and ex- 
ceptionally fine pictures of the interior of the Cathedral and the Stadium 
on Children’s Day, Msgr. Quille, head of the executive committee of the 
Eucharistic Congress, wrote: "No work that 1 have seen has been so 
good as the Sisters’ work at Clyde." 
‘‘Send me 24 more copies of the special edition,’’ wrote a subscriber. 


“‘My friends are so happy to get them! The reading is beautiful; the 
pictures could not be improved.” 

*“‘I was privileged to attend the Congress, and I have found 
nothing that brings it all back and makes me appreciate it as does 
the account in your magazine.”’ 

‘I have read much of the exterior grandeur of the Congress,” wrote a 
noted journalist, ‘‘but in ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ I found the interior 
spirit, the truly Eucharistic spirit, brought out in a way not published 
elsewhere.” 

Our Special Eucharistic Congress edition will be a 
gift of lasting value; a gift welcomed by everyone. 

Children are interested, for 62,000 sang the Mass of the Angels in 
the Stadium; many thousands more prayed for the success of the Cungress. 
They will be delighted with the wonderful picture of Children’s Day, and 
the description of the Mass. 

Students will treasure our Special Eucharistic Congress edition 
for it contains a worthy article on true Education. 

Nuns and Women to whom the second public demonstration was 
devoted, will read with enthusiasm the ‘‘Magnificat of Catholic Women.”’ 

Men will rejoice in their manly profession of faith on reading ‘‘Men’s 
Night’’ and learning the impression they made on that glorious occasion on 
visitors from abroad. 

Priests have repeatedly congratulated us on our Special.edition. The 
whole phase of the Eucharistic Congress appeals to them, for it concerns 
the triumph of what is nearest to their heart: the Holy Eucharist. 


Include a copy of the Special Eucharistic Congress edition (Eng- 
lish only) with all your Christmas gifts. — We will also mail it to any 
address you desire for Christmas. It will be in a neat Christmas wrapper, 
and inside if you wish, we will fill out a pretty card with your name to 
acquaint the recipient that it is your Eucharistic Christmas Gift for 1926. 


Price 25 cents 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Christmas Crib 





SINCE we have celebrated the seventh centenary of St. 
Francis Assisi during 1926, it is fitting to recall that we owe to 
his loving ingenuity one of the most beautiful of our.Christmas 
devotions. St. Francis was captivated by the human beauty 
of the Incarnation. He saw in the Nativity, not the coming 
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of the King, not the unspeakable mystery of the Redemption, 
but the birth of the Babe of Bethlehem. The seraph of love 
considered how he could bring Christmastide near to the 
hearts of the faithful. He saw the possibilities of increased 
devotion to His dear Master if the world would bend in lowly 
adoration before the humble crib. 
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St. Francis begged permission from the Holy Father to 
expose publicly a representation of the stable of Bethlehem. 
The Pope warmly encouraged him, and granted an indulgence 
to all who should visit the improvised crib. A large stable 
was built on the mountain, near Greccio, and wooden figures 
of the Holy Family were carved for it. The shepherds of 
the neighboring villages brought an ox and an ass. Mass 
was sung at midnight, and Francis preached on the love of 
“‘the little Babe of Bethlehem’’ with such transports of de- 
votion that the sermon became an outpouring of adoration. 
The whole mountain was illuminated by the torches carried 
by the shepherds, and with the accompaniment of their sim- 
ple musical instruments, they sang their Christmas canticles 
of welcome to the Divine Infant. 

In his deep humility, St. Francis had never consented to 
be raised to the dignity of the priesthood, but he was a 
deacon, and as such took part in that memorable midnight 
Mass. The legend relates that having sung the words of the 
Gospel, ‘‘and they found the Infant lying in the manger’’ 
(Luke ii. 16), the saint knelt to meditate briefly on the sub- 
lime mystery of the Incarnation and there appeared in his 
arms a Child surrounded by a brilliant light. The fervor of 
his own soul found expression in a touching sermon which 
caused the hearts of his hearers to burn with love tor their 
Intant God. 

We read in the narrative of Thomas of Celano concerning 
this memorable sermon of the seraphic saint at these charm- 
ing midnight services: ‘‘Deeply sighing, overcome with a 
fulness of his devotion, and filled with a wonderful joy, the 
holy one of God stood by the manger. His voice, his strong 
voice, and glad voice, clear voice and ringing voice, invited 
all to seek the highest Good. With words that dripped with 
sweetness, he spoke of the poor King who is born in the night, 
and who is the Lord Jesus in the city of David. And every 
time he would say the Holy Name of Jesus, the fire ot love 
would overcome him, and he would call the King of Peace, 
instead, the Child of Bethlehem.’’ 

A trustworthy witness of this enchanting scene in the 
woods, affirmed on oath that he had seen lying in the crib 
a Child which St. Francis clasped in his arms and covered 
with kisses. 

The straw which the apparition touched is credited with 
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afterwards working several miraculous cures. After the 
death of St. Francis a chapel was built on the site of this first 
Christmas crib. 

The devotion of representations of the Nativity was taken 
up as promptly and as ardently as the saint foresaw. St. 
Clare immediately introduced the custom into all the convents 
of her order. Like St. Francis himself, she was never so 
happy as in preparing the crib, in meditating with her sisters 
on the infinite sweetness of the mystery of Bethlehem. 

What the loving heart of St. Francis planned and executed 
that night at Greccio has become part of the Church’s heri- 
tage. Yearly, from the eve of Christmas until the octave of 
Epiphany, a crib representing the birthplace of Christ is 
shown in every Catholic church in order to remind the faith- 
ful of the mystery of the Incarnation. 

Behold, our God lies a helpless Infant on the straw. His 
outstretched hands implore us. His innocence wins us. His 
poverty moves us to tears. 

Venite adoremus! 


¢* ¢ @ 


Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 
Son of Mary 





=a ITH beaming eyes we kneel at the crib. Our 
heart rejoices in quiet happiness. The prophecy 
of Isaias has been fulfilled: ‘‘Behold a virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son’”’ (vii. 14). In the 
virginal womb of Mary, the Word of God, equal 
to the Father, had established a new home. In 
that blessed midnight hour in the stable of Bethlehem, she 
brought him forth. The Son of God is the Son of Mary. 
With the Heavenly Father she and she alone can say to Jesus: 
“Thou art my My Son, this day have I begotten Thee’’ (Ps.ii.7). 

As Son of Mary we see Jesus bedded on straw in the cold 
stable. As Son of Mary we adore Him laboring in the work- 
shop of the humble home at Nazareth. As Son of Mary we 
behold Him in Palestine going about ‘‘doing good’’ (Acts x.38). 
As Son of Mary we gaze upon Him crucified on Golgotha’s 
heights. Likewise as Son of Mary, Jesus reigns in splendor 
and glory at the right hand of God the Father in heaven. 
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And, O marvel of love! as Son of Mary we possess Him in 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. 

Here we adore Jesus whom Mary conceived of the Holy 
Ghost, whom she brought forth as the Immaculate Fruit of 
her spotless virginity. In the Holy Eucharist we possess Jesus 
the most amiable, the most beautiful, the most charming 
among all children of men, the Son of the most noble, the 
most beautiful among women. His Heart is loving and ami- 
able, tender and merciful,— an image of the Heart of the 
Mother whose pure, virginal blood gave the substance for 
His Sacred Humanity. 

Jesus and Mary, Mother and Child, cannot be separated. 
When we go to the Tabernacle we shall, like the shepherds 
and the pious kings, find ‘‘the Child with His Mother’’ (Matt. 
ii. 11). Mary sinks into the Mystery of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament with the deepest humility and devotion, with the 
most ardent love and reverential admiration. Although His 
Mother, she rejoices in the realization that she is only a 
breath of His mouth; that He is the Creator and Ruler of 
the world, whose will no one can resist. 

We give true happiness to Mary, the Mother, when we 
love her Son in the Most Holy Sacrament and visit Him often 
on the altar. Even a desire on our part to visit Jesus in 
the Tabernacle, or an act of love directed to our Hidden 
Savior rejoices the Heart of His Mother. She has a special 
predilection for those who receive her Adorable Son frequently, 
yes, daily, in Holy Communion. If we love the Most Blessed 
Sacrament we will become dear to Mary. Then will she walk 
with us through life, support us under our cross, and keep 
faithful watch until she can lead our soul to her Son. 


Spiritual Bouquet of Masses instead of Flowers Jersey City, N. J.— 
‘*Enclosed find $15.00 as Mass stipends. This comprises three spiritual 
bouquets of five Masses each, for the repose of the soul of a very dear 
friend who died recently. We feel she would very much prefer fifteen 
Masses to all the flowers that ever grew. That pagan custom of giving 
flowers in this country is carried out in far too great a measure.”’ 

Holy Masses bring untold relief to our dear departed. Mass stipends 
bring substantial aid to the needy priests in Central Europe. Let us offer 
this twofold act of charity to the Babe of Bethlehem. All Mass intentions 
are forwarded as soon as possible to Europe if addressed either to Rev. 
P. Lukas, O. S. B., or to:— 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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A Light for Bethlehem’s Cave 





On a cold winter’s night, in a dark cave, Christ, the Eternal Son 
of the Father and the Savior of the world was born. Oh, how happy 
should we have been had we been privileged to light that stable with 
even one light! The Holy Child would have rewarded this slight service 
with a loving look, and a word or smile of thanks from the Heavenly 
Mother would have completed our joy. 

Dear reader, with all the ardor of your loving soul, gaze upon the 
altar. There in the white, spotless Host is the same Jesus who was born 
of the Virgin Mary in the stable, whom the angels announced on Bethle- 
hem’s plains, to whom the shepherds brought their gifts, and the Wise 
Men presented their precious offerings. Ah! now you are happy. You 
can light up and brighten His surroundings. You can burn a light for 
Him, and for Him alone, a light which whilst consuming itself, will tell 
Him of your faith, your love, your confidence. You can place your 
whole heart, as it were, with all its joys and sorrows, with all its gratitude 
and fervent love into this candle, and the Divine Babe concealed under 
the form of bread, will raise His little hand in Benediction and impart 
peace and comfort to your soul. In the joy of your heart you then 
remember, perhaps, some friends or relatives who do not know this 
peace of which the angels sang during the Holy Night, and you pray 
that they, too, may be of "good will." 

Behold, our Adoration Chapel is a Bethlehem where the sweet 
Holy Child waits for you to present your silent, confident petition — a 
burning candle. 


For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax candle will be burned one whole day 
and one whole night in our Adoration Chapel before the Most Blessed Sacrament 
exposed; for $3.50, one whole week; for $12.00 one month. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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CONTENTS— DECEMBER, 1926 


Holy Advent Time — The New Year of Holy Church — Immaculata — 
Dignity of Mary Immaculate — Mary, Mediatrix of Grace — Expectation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary — Gloria in excelsis Deo! — The Solemn Festival of 
Christmas — The Christmas Crib — Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, Son of 
Mary — The Light of Bethlehem’s Cave. 








Christmas Gifts— Black Cocoa Rosaries 


Eucharistic Congress rosary, oblong bead, with nice oxidized 
Eucharistic emblem center piece and cross, length 18 in. $0.75 


Medium oval beads with or without chain between beads - 0.50 
Medium, round beads, chain between, length 24 in. with 2 in. 

Nickel-bound cross . - . - - 0.50 
Nice rosary, medium beads, metal chain, artistic oxidized 

center connection and crucifix, length 21 in. . - 060 
Beautiful small oval beads. oxidized cross, length 14 in. - 0.75 
Elegant rectangular beads, large or small, on silver plated chain 

with oxidized connection and crucifix, 19 or 23 in. - 1.00 
Attractive medium oval beads on steel chain, artistic oxidized 

cross and Immaculate Conception center piece, 18 in. - 1.00 
Excellent quality, small beads, metal chain, 2 in. Nickel 

bound cross, scapular medal connection, length 15 in. - 1.25 


Handsome rosary, medium oval beads on patent unbreakable 

silver plated chain: two links between each bead. Length 

24 in. Nickel bound cross, oxidized center p'ece 2.00 
For boys -— small oval beads, $0.25; formen-— medium oval,o.35& 0.40 
Grandma’s beads - large oval.length 22in.,Nickel bound cross 0.75 





For children, black, white, blue or buff beads : - $0.25 
White beads, Agate Pearl, for First Communion, length 16 in. 0.50 
Medium steel beads, steel chain and cross, length 14 in. -. 0.35 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A priest writes: ‘“Let me tell you that not only little children 
but even grown up persons are so taken up with your little prayer- 
book, that they continually worry me to get them some copies, so I 
must yield to the importunities of the beggars. Please, therefore, 
find enclosed $10.00 and send copies as soon as possible.” 


A member of the Catholic Truth Agency: ‘Your prayer- 
books are a great favorite among our children. My little niece 
simply delights in reading hers, and would not have any other.”’ 


A Religious Superior : “I will order some more of your little prayer- 
books. I like them very much, and the little ones ‘go into ecstasy’ over them.” 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children is a complete prayer- 
book. It contains 28 devotion-inspiring pictures; two Mass Devo- 
tions; Confession and Communion Devotions; Way of the Cross; 
Litanies; Devotions for Benediction and 8 visits to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. All printed in large, clear type. New— larger 
and more complete edition, 160 pages. 

Art cloth binding, colors: black, blue and rose. 30 cents per copy; liberal 
reduction for quantities of 50 or more. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Inexpensive Christmas Remembrances 


Following booklets 10 cents each 


Eucharistic Miracles 

The Holy Eucharist, Our All 
The Bread of Life 

Come, Let Us Adore 

True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 
Six Discourses on the Enthronement 

Devotion to the Holy Ghost 

God Himself Our Sacrifice On Holy Mass 
In the Splendor of the Morning Sun” ~” ” 
More Precious than Diamonds 

Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

Most Consoling for the Human Heart Vol. I 
Most Consoling for the Human Heart Vol. II 
Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix 

Devotion to Mary 

Mary, Mother of God 

Mary, Our Mother 

Under Mary’s Mantle 

De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 

The Rosary, My Treasure 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
Revised and Enlarged 
Go to Joseph 


Saint Gertrude the Great 
Saint Teresa of the Child Jesus 
Benigna Consolata 


A series 
\ 10 cts. each 


Following booklets 3 for 10 cents 


Message of the Sacred Heart 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory 
Holy Water in the Christian Home 


Following booklets 6 cents each 


Jesus Pleads for My Love 

Jesus Loves Me \ 

Jesus One with Me 

Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 

The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 

From Olivet to Calvary 

Devotion to the Holy Face 

Devotion to the Precious Blood 

Conmunicate Frequently and Devoutly 

Conformity to the Will of God 

Magnificence of the Love of God 

Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations t Revised 

Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows } Handy Size 

Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 

Devotions to St. Joseph 

Good St. Ann 

St. Jude Thaddeus, the Great Helperin Great Need 
and St. Rita, Advocate of the Impossible 


A series 
6 cts. each 


The ‘‘Blessed Virgin Library’’ consisting of 
eight booklets listed above, namely: Devotion to 
Mary- Mary, Mother of God- Mary, Our Mother= 
Under Mary’s Mantle- De Montfort’s Devotion to 
Mary - The Rosary, My Treasure - Communion 
Devotions in Union with Mary —- Devotion to the 


Mother of Sorrows. Price 70 cents 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


Send me 500 copies. It has such good doctrine that 


I hope to dispose of many times that number in the future.” In ad- 


sé 


A priest: 


dition to many comforting articles and inspiring prayers, it contains 


appropriate Confession, Communion and Mass devotions. 


ro cents 


Postage extra on all our publications 


Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. 


booklets please do not send orders for less than 


ering 


In ord 
25 cents, so as to enable us to keep to the 10 ct. and 6 ct 


. prices 


which, because of the high cost of production we find it difficult 
to maintian, as the time and material required for packing are 


practically the same for one as for several booklets. 


ictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 












